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The 
University Libraries 

 
The University Libraries began in 
1872 with the founding of the 
college that was to become 
Virginia Tech.  Composed of 
Newman Library and its four 
branches—Art and Architecture, 
Geosciences, Veterinary 
Medicine, and the Northern 
Virginia Graduate Center—
University Libraries house vast 
resources both traditional and 
high-tech. 
 
 
Library Friends, the official 
newsletter of the Virginia Tech 
University Libraries, promotes the 
programs and interests of the 
University Libraries, chronicles 
activities of the libraries and the 
Friends of the Library, recognizes 
individual achievement, and 
records the generosity of library 
supporters.  Please direct 
comments and suggestions to the 
Dean’s Office, University 
Libraries, P.O. Box 90001, 
Blacksburg, VA 24962. Call 
(540) 231-5595. 
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Clifton Garvin, Jr., distinguished 
alumnus of Virginia Tech's College of 
Engineering (chemical engineering 
'43, M.S.), donated a special limited 
edition facsimile of John James  
Audubon's Birds of America to the 
University Libraries. 
 
  The edition, published in 1985, is one 
of only 350 copies printed by  
Abbeville Press, the noted art-book 
publisher, in cooperation with the  
National Audubon Society.  The set 
consists of 11 volumes:  4 volumes of 
plates; Audubon's text to accompany 
the plates in 5 volumes; Roger Tory 
Peterson and Virginia Peterson's  
Ornithological Biography, and  
Waldemar Fries' The double elephant 
folio:  the story of Audubon's Birds of 
America. With the receipt of this  
significant gift the Virginia Tech  
Libraries joins a  

select group of only seven academic 
research libraries known to hold this 
publication. 
 
  The illustrated volumes, each  
weighing 60 pounds, are richly bound 
in green leather.  Along with a display 
case, the publication was a gift to Mr. 
Garvin from the Exxon Corporation on 
the occasion of his retirement as 
Exxon's chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer in 1986.  Both 
Clifton Garvin and his wife Thelma 
have a keen interest in bird watching 
and ornithology.  They have donated 
the volumes to the Libraries so that a 
wider community of users can enjoy the 
special work as much as they have. 
 
  The gift is housed in a special  
display in the Special Collections unit 
in Newman Library. 

Thelma and Clifton Garvin, Jr. stand before a page from Audubon’s Birds,  
illustrating a very early rendition of the “Hokie bird.” 



Earlier this year the reporting line for the University Li-
braries was transferred to the Senior Vice President and 
Provost, Peggy Meszaros.  Before this change the library 
was part of the Information Systems division. 
 
These changes might prompt a question about whether it 
matters where libraries appear on a university organization 
chart. 
 
I'd say, "Yes. It does." 
 

Technologies and systems are incredibly important for libraries, but they are simply 
enabling mechanisms for doing what the University Libraries have always aspired to 
do, i.e., 
 
• to provide knowledgeable and helpful staff, supporting technologies, and a com-

fortable environment for the discovery, exchange and advancement of ideas; 
• to provide organized access to the information resources needed by VT's stu-

dents, faculty, and staff for learning, teaching, research and public service; 
• to provide opportunities for the VT user community to learn about and effec-

tively use resources relevant to living in an information based society, and 
• to practice selective preservation of information resources for local and global 

scholars, favoring resources unique to Virginia Tech and those that are not 
widely held or otherwise easily accessible. 

 
Our values and the resulting services we offer to the university community are, and 
will continue to be, fundamentally academic in nature.  I believe that it will be most 
helpful for us to be more immediately associated with supporting the goals of the 
academic division. 
 
Speaking about the reorganization, Vice President Meszaros has noted that it will 
more directly link the library with the university's academic enterprise.  She sees the 
new organizational configuration as one which recognizes the close and continuing 
ties that exist between library goals and the academic mission of the university, ex-
pands the opportunities for joint projects in support of research and teaching be-
tween the colleges and the library, and is supportive of the essentially academic na-
ture at the core of library activities.  Erv Blythe, Vice President for Information Sys-
tems, has called the organizational change a natural progression from the introduc-
tion of the College Librarian program several years ago.  The College Librarian pro-
gram, unique to Virginia Tech, locates one or more librarians in each of the colleges 
to more closely integrate library resources and services into college activities. 
 
I am pleased with the change.  In making the move to the new reporting structure we 
will continue to maintain the important relationships we have already established 
with our good colleagues in the Information Systems division.  At the same time we 
expect to benefit from expanded opportunities to assure that the entire university 
community has access to the information resources and services essential to carrying 
out the work of a leading land-grant university in the next millennium. 

 

 
Thanks to the devotion of a dedi-
cated group of  "Friends of the 
Library", the Library Friends 
newsletter, initially published in 
1995, has served the Library and 
Friends well.  with the assignment 
of a university development per-
son to assist the library, it was 
agreed to place responsibility for 
the newsletter with that position.  
Friends will continue to provide 
voluntary assistance toward the 
publication of the newsletter, but 
primary responsibility will be 
shifted to the development officer.  
A major focus of the newsletter 
will be to highlight the rapidly 
evolving technology that is con-
stantly changing access to infor-
mation and knowledge.  It will 
inform patrons of development of 
library facilities, programs, hold-
ings, special collections, and user 
services.  It will seek to keep pa-
trons up to date on current devel-
opments, describe future develop-
ment plans, and promote private 
philanthropy toward the Library.  
Library Friends is distributed to 
donors, friends and faculty.  Cop-
ies are also available at each of 
the university Libraries. 
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Thank You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Herbert E. Agnor, Jr. 
Peter L. Akers, Jr. 
Daniel J. Althouse 
William L. Althoff 
Richard F. Andrews 
William Atkinson, Jr. 
Nancy C. Baird 
Eugene F. Banks 
Joseph A. Barlow 
Edwin E. Baron 
John A. Bartelloni 
William H. Batts 
Leonard N. Bell 
Gary K. Bell 
Dr. Horace G. Blalock, Jr. 
Wilson D. Blythe 
Dorothy H. Bodell 
George W. Bowling 
Jeffrey B. Bowling 
William J. Boyer 
Austin A. Bradley, Sr. 
Wilmont J. Brown 
Margarette S. Bussey 
Dr. Wayne W. Campbell 
Robert E. Chestnutt 
George K. Clement, Jr. 
Leon M. Cooper 
Guy R. Crane 
Ernest L. Critzer 
Beth S. Cross 
Clara B. Cox 
Mark H. Danley 
Dr. William H. Darnell 
Mary T. Davis 
Daniel L. DeHart 
Michael Deutsch 
Jane C. Dingivan 
Cornelia G. Dobyns 
Robert C. Dorey, Jr. 
Beverly L. Dowell 
Marguerite M. Dubay 
Damian P. Dwyer 
LCDR. William A. Eldard 
Marion B. Elliott, Jr. 
Timothy J. Elliott 
Pence F. Ellis 
Edward R. English 
David A. Erb 
Ralph J. Erb 
Cara A. Fanelli 
Col. Charles D. Ford, Jr. 
J. Stuart Franklin, Jr. 
Edward L. Frost 

The International Archive of Women in 
Architecture (IAWA) was established 
in 1985 in order to document the his-
tory of women's involvement in archi-
tecture.  It is the only one of its kind in 
the world and is a joint program of the 
college of Architecture and Urban Stud-
ies and the University Libraries. 
 

Milka Bliznakov, PhD., a professor 
emeritus of architecture at Virginia 
Tech, led the efforts to establish the 
IAWA. 
 

The archive is housed in the Special 
Collections Department in Newman 
Library.  It currently consists of over 
165 collections from women and or-
ganizations from 28 countries around 
the world.  It also includes the work of 
women landscape architects, designers, 
architectural historians, critics, and ur-
ban planners.   The initial focus of the 
IAWA was the collection of papers by 
women architects who practiced before 
the 1950's when there were few women 
in the field.  Preserving the work of 
women who were not granted profes-
sional status or  partnerships was also 
highlighted.   
 

The work of relatively young women  

architects now in the field is currently 
sought.  The archive also acts as a 
clearinghouse of books, biographical 
information, and published materials 
on past and present women architects. 
 

Last March, Anna Marshall-Baker and 
Jeanette Bowker, professors of interior 
design, and Humberto Rodriquez-
Camilloni, professor of architecture 
history co-curated an exhibition Lois 
Gottlieb:  Continuing the Legacy of 
Frank Lloyd Wright.  Lois Gottlieb, a 
residential designer in San Francisco, 
donated her work in 1997 to the 
IAWA. 
 

The International Union of Women 
Architects (UIFA), founded in 1963 
by IAWA's Board of Advisors mem-
ber Solange d'Herbez de la Tour, con-
vened its 12th Congress in Tokyo, Ja-
pan this past September.  Two hun-
dred ninety-two architects from 31 
countries attended, the largest gather-
ing of architecture professionals in the 
UIFA's history. 
 

Both active and retired women archi-
tects are encouraged to save and do-
nate their papers or consider placing 
them with the IAWA at a later date. 

International Archive of  
Women in Architecture 

Sample work of Han Schroeder, one of many women architects represented in the archive. 
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ILLiad: Interlibrary Loan Program a Success 
You must have heard the rumors by 
now, how everything's on the Web, 
how Internet technology has made li-
braries obsolete.  At times like these 
lovers of libraries need to remember 
that history is replete with claims 
about technology.  Technologies sel-
dom do what they promise.  People 
seldom respond to technology in ways 
predicted by technologists.  Far from 
making libraries obsolete, technology 
is what makes libraries possible.  This 
could not be more evident than in the 
University Libraries' Interlibrary Loan 
Department.  Interlibrary loan (ILL) is 
perhaps the libraries' fastest growing 
public service.  In 1999, ILL will bor-
row about 70% more items from other 
libraries than it did just four years ago.  
During the 1999 fiscal year, about 
3,000 Virginia Tech researchers will 
use ILL to borrow 8,300 books and 
obtain about 15,300 photocopied arti-
cles from nearly 1,400 libraries in 
North America and beyond.  Some 
will obtain up to 200 articles and/or 
books, while others may need only a 

few articles or a dissertation from an-
other institution.  Many areas of re-
search at Tech would not be possible 
without easy access to the resources of 
other libraries.  By 1996 it was clear 
that at least two trends would lead to 
increased dependence on ILL services.  
First, the quantity of published litera-
ture would continue to expand beyond 
the capabilities of any library or group 
of libraries to acquire and store.   

Second, the Internet would enable 

researchers to become more aware of a 
greater range of published material.  
Thus, in mid-1996, the library began 
developing ILLiadTM, and interlibrary 
borrowing system based on relational 
database technology and the world 
wide web.  ILLiad was put into pro-
duction on March 17, 1997.  The new, 
automated system eliminated all pa-

perwork associated with the borrowing 
process, thereby eliminating the proc-
essing and filing of several tens of 
thousands of pieces of paper each 
year.  ILLiad reduced by several days 
the turn-around time for items re-
quested through interlibrary loan. 
From its earliest design stages, ILLiad 
was developed with commercializa-
tion in mind.  Thanks to advice, en-
couragement, and support from Vir-
ginia Tech Intellectual Properties, Inc. 
(VTIP), ILLiad is now licensed to ma-
jor academic and government librar-
ies, including California Institute of 
Technology, University of South 
Carolina, and NASA's Goddard Space 
Flight Center.  Libraries in Virginia, 
including Radford University and 
Mary Washington College have li-
censed the system at deeply dis-
counted prices.  Benefits of commer-
cialization are many.  For example, 
needs identified at other institutions 
are extending ILLiad's capabilities into 
areas that will become useful to Tech   

researchers and extended campus stu-
dents.  More efficient handling of all 
aspects of the interlibrary loan service 
will make it possible for the Univer-
sity Libraries to handle the increasing 
demand for materials held by other 
libraries.  ILLiad is even generating a 
modest income for the library.  In 
early March, Dean Hitchingham ac-

cepted the library's first royalty check 
from the licensing of ILLiad.  The 
public face of ILLiad and the Univer-
sity Libraries' interlibrary loan service 
can be seen on the Web at  
http://www.ill.vt.edu/.  While visiting 
the site, take a look at the ILLiad Re-
ports pages, where the library has pio-
neered the idea that the public we 
serve should be able to generate their 
own real-time reports about our per-
formance using our own transaction 
database.  Of special interest is the 
report listing the nearly 1,400 libraries 
on which Tech researchers depended 
for books and journal articles over the 
past 2 years.  Note in particular that 
UVa's Alderman Library and Health 
Sciences Library together supply 
about 23% of all the items obtained 
through ILL.  No more dramatic dem-
onstration is possible of the value of 
cooperation among the libraries of the 
Commonwealth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dean Hitchingham accepts the first ILLiad royalty check from Len Peters, Presi-
dent of VTIP, as Provost Peggy Meszaros and head of ILL Harry Kriz look on. 
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Thank You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Herbert E. Agnor, Jr. 
Dr. Robert S. Fulghum 
George J. Gibbs 
Richard B. Gillett 
Harold S. Glass 
Lightfoot H. Goddin 
Edwin M. Goebel 
Gregory W. Gordon 
Dr. Lloyd L. Goulder, Jr. 
Alfred C. Gray 
Theodore C. Harrison, Jr. 
Joyce L. Hart 
Beverly M. Hathaway 
Jerrold Havermale 
Diane D. Hayford 
Robert L Haynes 
C.R.B. Hobbs, Jr. 
Paul W. Holland 
Laura A. Horstman 
Donald W. Huffman 
Mary F. Hypes 
Jerome B. Jacinto 
Jay D. Jacobsen 
Edwin H. Johnson, II 
Linda S. Jonas 
Thomas E. Jones 
Robert A. Kackley 
Maj. Elizabeth T. Kennedy 
Koogler Management, Inc. 
Gennard T. Lanzara 
Tun M. Lee 
Thomas L. Leivesley, Jr. 
Edward T. Lemmon, Jr 
William R. Lester 
Arno R. Livingston 
Byrd A. Lochtie 
Thomas S. Maddock 
Dawn A. Maneval 
Mark-Dana Corp. 
Michael P. McNutt, III 
William R. McWhirter, Jr. 
Henry B. Micks 
Robert H. Metzendorf 
John L. Monroe 
Nancy E. Monson 
Marvin C. Mood 
F. G. Morgan 
Edward L. Morrisette 
Donald F. Morrison 
Johnson C. Moss, Jr. 
Sharon R. Mulreany 
Edward A. Munns, Jr. 
William L. Neal 
Robert B. Noftsinger 

Awards and Recognitions 
Mary Hansbrough and Richard Sapon-White have published an article in  Library 
Resources & Technical Services (v. 42, no. 4) titled "The Impact of Subject Heading 
Assignment on Circulation of Dissertations at Virginia Tech." 
 
Harry Kriz presented "ILLiad: The Strategic Solution for Automated Interlibrary Bor-
rowing," at SEFLIN (Southeast Florida Library Information Network) ILL Vendor 
Showcase Series, Barry University, Miami, Florida, October 9, 1998. 
 
Harry Kriz also presented "ILLiad: A Library Strategic Information System with Cus-
tomer In-Reach," at EDUCOM '98, Orlando, Florida, October 13-16, 1998. 
 
Nancy Seamans in Media Services received a grant for her work as a co-investigator 
in "Early Modern Science: A Collaborative Research and Information Retrieval Pro-
posal" from the ASPIRES program. 
 
VT library faculty had a strong presence in Detroit as program speakers and panelists 
at the 1999 Conference of the Association of College and Research Libraries 
(American Library Association). 
 
• Gail McMillan, Head of the Libraries' Scholarly Communications Project and 

Special Collections Department, gave an invitational presentation, "(Digital) Li-
braries Support (Distributed) Education," which was then addressed by a distin-
guished reactor panel. 

 
• Jane Schillie, College Librarian for A&S, Social Sciences, Margaret Merrill, Col-

lege Librarian for Agriculture and Life Sciences, and Ginger Young, College Li-
brarian for Human Resources, were part of a well received program called 
"Extending the Services of the University  Libraries: The College Librarian Pro-
grams at Virginia Tech and Western Washington Universities." 

 
• Nan Seamans, Director of University Libraries' Media Services, interacted with 

more than 200 conference attendees as part of her poster session New Media and 
Libraries. 

 
Special thanks to our library colleagues who are being recognized for their significant 
years of contributions to the work of the university. Participating in the University's 
service recognition awards this year are: 
 
• 10 YEARS:  Sara Jones, Ron Smith 
 
• 15 YEARS:  Carol Dallman, Susan Fritz, Irene Glennon, Linda Richardson 
 
• 20 YEARS:  Ed Brooks, Jana Doyle, Sharon Gotkiewicz,  
•                       Debra McAlexander, Paul Metz, Brenda Pratt 
 
• 25 YEARS:  Pat Caldwell, Gail Dalton, Alice Moody 
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Eleanor O. Seiferth 
George W. Shafer 
Madison E. Shamburger, III 
Dwight W. Shannon 
Mary Don H. Shumaker 
Dr. Bernard Silverman 
Ernest R. Simmons 
George W. Skaggs, Jr. 
Arthur P. Smith 
Easley S. Smith 
Dr. Roy R. Smith 
Walter B. Smith 
Melvin M. Spence 
Dr. David R. Stanton 
Wallace F. Staylor 
Robert J. Stern 
Eric B. Stogoski 
Howard H. Summers, Jr. 
Oswald D. Taylor, Jr. 
Robert B. Thomas 
Edward L. Tucker 
Kenneth D. Tuley 
Henry N. Troy 
Horacio A. Valeiras 
Joseph B. Vaden 
Stephen C. Vest 
Ronald J. Walczak 
James W. Waller 
Dr. John R. Watson 
Robert H. Waugh, Jr. 
Sarah M. Weitzel 
William M. Wellman 
Robert O. Whaley, Sr. 
Thomas H. Wilkerson, II 
Charles K. Whitescarver, Jr. 
Jean W. Whitesell 
Harvey M. Williams 
Jennifer L. Wilson 
John P. Witry 
Elwood A. Woolwine 

Thank You 

Raymund V. Nolan, Jr. 
Robert T. Nollet 
Marcus L. Oliver 
Doris M. Oshinski 
Dr. W. D. Parker 
Dr. David H. Pearce 
Julian J. Pennello 
Jerry R. Petro 
James G. Plackis 
William C. Pollok 
Louis F. Popp 
Peter J. Potter 
Andrew J. Price 
Clarence M. Price 
Jeanne R. Pritchard 
David M. Prongay 
Frank T. Putney 
Luther S. Reams 
Samuel Redd 
Raymond C. Rhodes 
Amy L. Rice 
Drexel A. Rich 
Bryan H. Roberts 
Sarah Jane B. Robson 
Irving J. Rotkin 
John A. Ruffin, III 
Dr. and Mrs. Laird L. Rush 
Randy D. Savage 
Thomas C. Schmaltz 
Pierre P. Schmitz 
David A. Scott 

Addison and 2,000,000th 
Barcode Item Celebrated 

At the Libraries' Addison celebration to introduce the 
newly named library catalog with its multifunctional web 
interface, students Paul Wagner (President, Graduate Stu-
dent Association), Tara Berescik (Chief of Staff, Student 
Government Association), and Melissa Smarr (Associate 
Justice, Honor System) attached the library system's 
2,000,000th barcode to the American Century, a history 
book by Harold Evans for its inclusion in the collection.  
Addison is named after William Addison Caldwell, Vir-
ginia Tech's first student, to honor both him and all Vir-
ginia Tech students.  Other Addison events included a 
welcome by Eileen Hitchingham, dean of libraries, an 
historical account of  William Addison Caldwell by Clara 
B. Cox, manager of public service communications for 
University Relations, and a presentation by Dr. William 
E. Lavery, president emeritus, on "Virginia Tech as a 
Land-Grant University." 

From left to right: T. Berescik, M. Smart, E. Hitchingham,  
T. Hamilton, P. Wagner 
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